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Ice Age Floods Institute
Glacial Lake Missoula Chapter . Post Office Box 3244 . Missoula, Montana 59806
NEWS RELEASE
Nov. 17, 2005
Contact: Larry Lambert, president, (406) 370-5987; Patia Stephens, publicity chair, (406) 
243-4890.
U.S. SENATE UNANIMOUSLY PASSES ICE AGE FLOODS NATIONAL GEOLOGIC TRAIL 
MISSOULA, Mont.-
On Wednesday afternoon, Montana senators Max Baucus and Conrad Burns joined 
their colleagues on the U.S. Senate in unanimously approving legislation that will create an 
Ice Age Floods National Geologic Trail in the Northwest.
Titled the "Ice Age Floods National Geologic Trail Designation Act of 2005," its 
congressional summary reads in part:
A trail from Missoula, Montana to the Pacific Ocean, to provide 
for the public appreciation, understanding, and enjoyment of 
the nationally significant natural and cultural features of the Ice 
Age Floods and to promote efforts to interpret and educate 
along the pathways of the floods.
Requires the Secretary of the Interior, acting through the 
Director of the National Park Service, to administer the Trail.
Allows the Secretary to establish and operate a Trail 
management office within the vicinity of the Trail.
Requires the Secretary to prepare a cooperative management 
and interpretation plan for the Trail.
S. 206 was sponsored by Sen. Maria Cantwell (D-Washington) and co-sponsored by
-more-
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Sens. Burns, Larry Craig (R-Idaho), Patty Murray (D-Washington), Gordon Smith (R-Oregon) 
and Ron Wyden (D-Oregon). The bill, H.B. 383 in the U.S. House of Representatives, still 
must be approved by the House before being enacted.
An Ice Age Floods Study of Alternatives and Environmental Assessment is online at 
http://www.nps.gov/iceagefloods/. The text of S. 206 and H.R. 383 can be found by 
searching http://thomas.loc.gov.
Senate approval of the bill coincides with tonight's open house sponsored by the 
Glacial Lake Missoula chapter of the Ice Age Floods Institute and the Montana Natural 
History Center.
The Glacial Lake Missoula Open House begins at 6 p.m. at the center's new location, 
120 Hickory St., near McCormick Park in Missoula. Festivities are free and open to the 
public.
The evening will feature presentations and exhibits about the ancient glacial lake and 
the floods that shaped the landscape of the Northwest, as well as efforts to establish the 
trail along the floods path in Montana, Idaho, Washington and Oregon.
University of Montana geology Professor Emeritus Dave Alt will give the keynote 
presentation. Alt is the author of "Glacial Lake Missoula and Its Humongous Floods." A 
question-and-answer period will follow.
Refreshments will be served, including wine, cheese, beer and coffee donated by 
local businesses.
To RSVP, contact Jazz at the Montana Natural History Center, (406) 327-0405 or 
info@thenaturecenter.org. For more information, contact Larry Lambert, GLM Chapter 
president, at (406) 370-5987 or larry@glaciallakemissoula.com.
The Ice Age Floods Institute is a regional, nonprofit organization of citizens 
committed to telling the story of the cataclysmic floods that swept across Montana, Idaho, 
Washington and Oregon. Its Glacial Lake Missoula Chapter encompasses Montana,
-more-
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